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ABSTRACT

Women constitute almost half of the population of the world. Education for women is the best way to improve the health, nutrition and economic status of a
household that constitute a micro unit of a nation economy. In this context, it can be argued that lack of woman education can be an impediment to the
country’s economic development. This paper aims to study the improvement of women education after independence and the policy debates on women's
education and literacy rate of women since the introduction of planned development in the country. Drawing on existing literature and various statistics
concerning women’s education, the paper provides an overview of the various governmental strategic initiatives regarding the improvement of women
education and highlights some of the issues related to obstacles of women education and regarding suggestions to overcome these. Finally, the researchers
conclude that after 73 years of independence the problems of women education do not reduced completely. There were a lot of initiatives taken by the
government with respect to our constitutional provisions but these were not acted purposively. Therefore, some suggestions are provided.
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1. Introduction

Accessing education in the name of continuous learning process starts from mothers' womb. In this sense education is the birth right of all children. As
Swami Vivekananda said, “Education is the manifestation of perfection already existing in man”. According to him, human beings deserve education by
birth. Being human, we all accept this birth right as the basic fundamental human rights by putting it in our Indian constitution.

Women play a prominent role in the cultural, social, political and economic life of a country. Education is the key factor for women empowerment,
prosperity, development and welfare. Discrimination of women from womb to tomb is well known. Women comprise nearly half of the population of a
country. At the 2001census, India had a female population of 46 million which accounts 15% of worlds women population,characterized by regional and
culture different making it impossible to make any kind of generalization. But social discrimination and economic deprivation on the basis on gender is
common to all,irrespective of religion,caste,community,and state. There many common circumstances in which Indian women live hinder their
participation in social, economic and political life of the country.Throughout history their live have generally been confined to home with restricted role of
a home-maker, that of mother and wives. There is no equality between men women. Women receive only small share in development opportunities and
are often excluded from education, better,jobs, participation in political system and better health care,decision making, etc. Besides, they suffer from
physiological,social and cultural barriers,which hinder their development.Thus, this is true of ancient, medieval and modern time. The status of women in
India has been eventful subject to great much change during the course of history. The history of women in India has been eventful. Contemporary Indian
cultural reflect a strong connection to its ancient history. India’s past provides insight to the current status of Indian women in society.
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History of Women’s Education in India:

Historically women have taken part in all spheres of life with courage and gusto. Indian higher education system is no exception. Indian mythology is rich
with stories of highly educated and evolved women. We embrace womanhood that our deity of education is a woman. One can trace the historical
evidence of ancient Indian education to the 3rd century B.C. when education was imparted orally and many women scholars were part in it. When
Buddhism spread to India, some world famous educational institutions such as Nalanda, Vikramshila and Takshila were established. Research shows that
a number of women were enrolled in these temples of learning. These universities flourished from about 5th century to 13" century. In the 11th century
the Muslim rulers established universities in Delhi, Lucknow and Allahabad. Women had taken part in all fields of knowledge such as theology, religion,
philosophy, fine arts, and astronomy. But still education has been found to be restricted to a certain strata of the society. It was not available to everyone.
Later when the British arrived in India, English education came into being. European missionaries came and established many schools. T hese missionaries
promoted schooling for girls from the early part of 19th century. Mostly girls from poor families attended these schools. By the end of the 19" century,
women were graduating from colleges and universities in a sizeable number. (In 1882, there were 2,700 schools and colleges for girls with 127,000
students.) The social reform movement of the 19™ century (that originated within the Indian intelligentsia and later spread to sections of the middle
classes) had a major role in this upsurge of education among women, but this movement was largely an urban phenomenon. This period coincided with
several other reforms such as child marriage, Sati Pratha, and Purdah system.

In 1857, three universities were established in three presidencies — Bombay (now renamed Mumbai), Calcutta (Kolkata) and Madras (Chennai). Acquiring
higher education presented a personal challenge to middle class girls, but the participation of Christian and Parsi women was much higher than that of
Hindu women, and it was the lowest among Muslims. Around the beginning of the 20th century the new emphasis on education for women was not just to
make them better housewives and mothers but also to help them educate their children and so contribute to nation building. In 1906, Sarojini Naidu said,
in a speech to the Indian Social Conference in Calcutta, “Therefore, I charge you, restore to your women their ancient rights, for, as I have said, it is we,
and not you, who are the real nation builders, and without our active cooperation at all points of progress all your congresses and conferences are in vain.
Educate your women and the nation will take care of itself, for it is as true today as it was yesterday and will be to the end of human life that the hand that
rocks the cradle rules the world”. At this time only 2% of Indian women had any education, so one can imagine the meagre number of women who got
‘higher” education. But education was increasingly being viewed as a means to enhance the social presence of Indian women and enable them to adapt to a
changing external situation.

But the development of educational opportunities for girls was held back because of child marriage and Purdah. Not only that, but women's education was
not smooth as several traditional and orthodox forces came in the way. For instance, Sardar Dayal Singh, speaking on behalf of the Indian Association of
Punjab, stated “the object of female education in this country is not to make sound scholars but to make better mothers, sisters and wives". “Girls should
be taught suitable subjects and not be made to swallow history and geography indiscriminately,” opined Lahore Arya Samaj. Many universities were
established during this period. Banaras Hindu University in 1916, Aligarh Muslim University in 1920, and Delhi University in 1922 became new hubs of
women’s liberation. At this stage, many enlightened national leaders took much interest in this area and strove hard to bring about a change in the mind-
set of the people.

Obijective of this Study:
[1] To study the progress of women education after independence in India.
[2] Toidentify the issues related to problems or obstacles of women education.

[3] To highlight the initiatives of Indian government and Constitutional provisions for Women Education.

2. Review of Literature

Ghara (2016) studied on “Status of Indian Women in Higher Education”. The study was taken a look on women participation through women higher
education institutes, women enrolment as compared with population. The participation in terms of distribution of institutes and enrolment has been studied
for the years 2011-2016. The trend has been found as increasing but slow. Correlations have also been studied.

In the study on “Girls’ Education in India: Status and Challenges”, Sahoo (2016) were taken objectives as: to assertion recent status and challenges of
girl’s education in India; to provide possible suggestions to overcome the challenges of girls’ education in India. The paper concludes that girls’ education
is very poor condition in elementary and secondary stage than the higher education. At elementary and secondary level girls’ enrolment rate has been
decreased from 2012 to 2015, but girls’ gross enrolment ratio has been increased at higher education level from 2012 to 2015. Parental attitude, lack of
infrastructure, lack of security, superstations related to girls, socio-economic condition of parents are the major challenges for promoting girls’ education
in India.

Bhat (2015) studied on “Role of Education in the Empowerment of Women in India”. The study was discussed that, Women education in India has a
major preoccupation of both the government and civil society as educated women can play a very important role in the development of the country.
Education is milestone of women empowerment because it enables them to responds to the challenges, to confront their traditional role and change their
life. So that we can’t neglect the importance of education in reference to women empowerment and India poised to becoming superpower in recent years.
Women education in India has been a need of the hour, as education is a foundation stone for the empowerment of woman.

A perceptual studywas conducted by Gul & Dr. Khan (2015), which has tried to elicit stockholders perception regarding girls’ education, its factors and
challenges in South Kashmir. In the present research study, obtained findings revealed the fact that situation of girls’ education in South Kashmir is
inadequate. The result clearly indicated irregular attendance, inappropriate curriculum, boring teaching methods, additional burden of work at home,
poorly developed or maintained buildings or inadequate basic facilities at school, shortage of teachers, and lack of motivated teachers were the causes of
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girl illiteracy. Girl’s education can be improved by raising additional resources and directing them to where the need is greatest. It requires adequate
funding, well trained teachers, a school environment that promotes girls’ learning, and a social environment that values educated girls and women.

Ansari & Nasreen (2014)conducted a study on “Status of Female Literacy in Various Districts of Uttar Pradesh”. The present study was conducted to
explore the status of female literacy in various districts of Uttar Pradesh. The female literacy rate of all the districts have been categorized under five
heads: 1. Very high, 2. High, 3. Average, 4.Low and 5. Very low. Female literacy rates were plotted on graph through monochromatic colour scheme to
give a clear picture and understanding of female literacy. A very high regional variation with a declining trend regarding the female literacy was observed
throughout the study area.

Peacock (2009)was published an essay on “The “Education” of the Indian Woman against the Backdrop of the Education of the European Woman in the
Nineteenth-Century” by the Forum on Public Policy. The essay was discussed the role and education of the women of India, with special reference to the
women of Bengal during the nineteenth-century and a comparison is made between the education of the Indian woman and the education of the European
woman during this era. The education of the Indian woman is also referenced against the backdrop of the nationalist movement in India against imperialist
rule and its effects on the women of the country.

Singh (2008) was published a paper on “Higher Education for Women in India—Choices and Challenges” by the Forum on Public Policy. The paper was
analysed gender disparity in education evident across the socio-economic spectrum in India. Concern for girls” education in last few years has lead to a
considerable expansion of access at the primary level. But a great number of girls especially in the rural areas drop out before they reach secondary or
higher stages of education. Many enter in to matrimony and become young mothers before having the opportunity to realize their full potential. Removed
from formal schools at the onset of puberty, those who are not married, take on household responsibilities. The ones who are able to resist social and
pedagogic pressures to drop out and reach the level of college or university, take studies seriously as they know this privilege will vanish after matrimony.
Many are not even able to peruse their goals of further education or choice of vocation. There is a need to develop gender —specific pedagogy and provide
flexibility in the system of education, in which women could fulfil their aspirations, overcoming their domestic obligations.

3. Methodology

This study is a qualitative study. This paper is basically descriptive and analytical in nature. In this paper an attempt has been made to analyse the
development of Women Education in India after independence and also point out various issues and challenges for Women Education. It has been done on
the basis of the secondary sources of data like books, research journal, census data, newspaper articles and different websites. Collected data was analysed
qualitatively.

4. Progress of Women Education in India after Independence

After independence the status of Indian women has changed. Both structural and cultural changes provided equality of opportunities to women in
education,employment and others. The Govt.of India has already been formulated various policies and programmes in all aspect like education,social
economic, political etc.for the betterment of women. Education is an importantinput in human resource development and it is essential for the country’s
economic growth. A high literacy rate, especially of women, can improve several socio- economic indicators, namely low birth rate,low IMR and increase
in life expectancy.The recognition of this fact has created awareness on the need to focus on important literacy and improving universalizing elementary
education. The task of providing basis education to all with concrete plan of action,gained greater momentum only after the national policy of education
(NPE) was adopted in 1986 and revised 1992. The supreme court of India,in the Unnikrishan case 1993 declared primary education to be a fundamental
right. In the view of declaration by Supreme Court constitution was amended. The constitution (86thamendment) act 2002 was enacted by the parliament
of India making education a fundamental right. The right to be education act was enacted in 2006 to provide free and compulsory education to all children
in the age group 6-14 years. The nation firmly education to providing education for all, the priority areas being free and compulsory primary education,
covering children with special need, eradication for illiteracy,vocationalisation,education for women’s equality, the special focus on the education of
SCs\STS\OBCs, and minorities. Major or programme like Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), SarvaShikshaAbhiyan (SSA), District Primary Education
Programme for Girls at Elementary Level, Prarambhik shiksha kosh, National Institute of Open Schooling,Janshikshansansthan,
Mahilasamakhya,National Programme of Nutritional Support to Primary Education, Development of Women Studies. Post-doctoral Fellowship for
Women,Incentive to Girls for Secondary Education , Scheme for Construction and Running Hostel for Girls, Kasturba Gandhi Balikavidyalaya,and other
scheme at primary education to higher education level.

After Independence Educational Development Indicators of Women Education in India:

Table-1: Literacy Rate in India (in%)

Year Persons Male Female Male-female gap in L.R
1950-51 18.33 27.2 8.9 18.3
1960-61 28.3 40.4 154 25.0
1970-71 34.5 46.0 22.0 24.0
1980-81 43.6 56.4 29.8 26.6
1990-91 52.2 64.1 39.3 24.8
2000-01 64.8 75.3 53.7 21.6
2010-11 73.0 80.9 64.6 16.3
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The above data (table-1) shows the literacy rate in the country. The data reveals steady increase in the literacy rate. The literacy rate has increased 39.59%
in 2011 (73.0%) from 1971 (34.5%) there is an average of 10% decadal increase in literacy rate. So, on observing the above table, we come to know that
at no point could the literacy rate of women match that of men. As a result, even after 65 years of independence, women occupy a secondary position in
our social hierarchy. Inspire of being aware of her position, women can't transform the situation due to lack of education.

Table -2: Enrolment of girls in primary and upper primary school

Primary (1-V) Upper Primary (VI-VIII)
Year Total Number (in Percentage Total Number (in Percentage
millions) millions)
1950-51 5.4 28.1 0.5 16.1
1960-61 114 32.6 16 23.9
1970-71 21.3 37.4 3.9 29.3
1980-81 28.5 38.6 6.8 329
1990-91 40.4 415 125 36.8
2000-01 49.8 43.8 175 40.9
2010-11 64.6 48.0 29.2 47.1

The table -2 contain data of enrolment of girls in primary and upper primary school. In 1950-51 the 5.4million girls (28.1% of total enrolment) were
enrolled in primary school and 0.5 girls (16.1% of total enrolment) were in upper primary school. Thissteadily increased in all years till 2011.In 2010-11,
64.6 million girls (48% of total enrolment) in primary and 29.2 million girls (47.1% of total enrolment) in were enrolled in upper primary school. There is
considerable increase in enrolment number of girls.

Table-3: Enrolment of girls in secondary and higher secondary school

Secondary (1X-X) Higher Secondary (XI-XI1I)
Year Total Number (in Percentage Total Number (in Percentage
millions) millions)
1950-51 0.2 13.3
1960-61 0.7 20.6
1970-71 1.9 25.0
1980-81 3.4 30.9
1990-91 6.3 33.0
2000-01 7.4 38.8 3.8 38.3
2010-11 14.3 45.0 8.6 44.1

Note: Up to 1990-91, figures for Class XI-XII include Class IX-X

The data in table-3 contains the data of enrolment of girls in secondary school and higher secondary school. In 1950-51, 0.2 million girls which is 13.3%
of total enrolment were enrolled in secondary and higher secondary classes. In 1990-91 the enrolment increases to 6.3 million (33.0% of total enrolment).
In 2000-01 researcher found separate data of secondary and higher secondary enrolment. In 2000-01, 7.4 million girls (38.8% of total enrolment) were
enrolled only in secondary classes which increases almost double in next ten year. In 2010-11, 14.3 million girls which is 45% of total enrolment were
enrolled in secondary classes. For higher secondary level 3.8 million girls (38.3% of total enrolment) enrolled in 2000-01 which raised to 8.6 million
(44.1% of total enrolment) in 2010-11.

Table-4: Enrolment of girls in higher education (in %)

Year Enrolment of Girls
1950-51 11.3
1960-61 17.4
1970-71 21.9
1980-81 26.7
1990-91 31.6
1995-96 36.0
2001-02 39.3
2004-05 37.1
2007-08 38.6
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Table-4 shows the enrolment of girls an in higher education. The data reveals that there has been noticeable increasement in enrolment of girls in higher
education from 1950-51 to 1995-96. Butenrolment of girls almostremain constant in last few years. In 2007-08 the total enrolled for higher education only
38.6% were girls. This number is far behind the boy’s enrolment.

5. Issues Related to Problems or Obstacles of Women Education

After studying the different type articles, reports, research papers, books, official websites, and online materials the researchers identify some important
issues which makes obstacle to promote women education in independent India.

[1]

[2]

[3]

[4]

[5]

(6]

(7]
(8]

Lack of Skilled Based Courses:It is true that many women very skilful in household activities. They love to do finest handwork like weaving,
embroidery, cooking, nursing, baking etc. But in school there is no such kinds of skill based subjects which bring them interestingly in the school to
continue education.

Girls’ Harassment in School: Though the government of India and school authority becomes aware against girls' harassment, yet it is still exist. In
Indian school context from primary to high level girls are being harassed mentally and physically by many ways.Even in higher education women
are being harassed by college politics and forced to involve political activities. Because of that they are being mentally disturb and unwilling to
continue their education.

Poverty:India is cultivation based developing country even in 21st century. It suffers for poverty since independence. Specially most of the families
in rural areas are very poor. They lead a struggling life by earning wages for their daily livelihood. Women and girls are also asked for accompany
with their parents for earning wages inside as well as outside the home. So, in this struggling livelihood condition, they cannot imagine separately
about their girls education.

Lack of Female Teachers:It is fact that female teachers can feel and understand the arising problems and wishes of girls during their study. Women
can also share their experiences and issues related to study and others freely to female teachers during the school hours. But many schools do not
have proper number of skilled female teachers in primary and upper primary level. They are facing the problems in better communication and being
suffered in conflict. So this thing fears girls to attain the school regularly.

Violence against Women:Women are getting affected by thevarious violence almost every day which is disrupting the society. Women are being
victims of violence at huge level day by day because of increasing crimes against women (according to the report of Crime Record Bureau of the
Central Home Ministry). Woman is getting kidnapped at every 44 minutes, raped at every 47 minutes, 17 dowry deaths every day, etc. They may
face violence within the family (dowry related harassment, death, marital rape, wife-battering, sexual abuse, deprivation of healthy food, female
genital mutilation, etc.) or outside the family (kidnapping, rape, murder, etc.).

GenderDiscrimination:Women are considered as weaker section of the society than men and given less importance. Girls children are becoming
real victims of the discrimination. There are also discrimination of power and work between men and women because of the patriarchal system
families in India. Gender discrimination affects women in the areas like nutrition, education, health, care, decline of female population, job, public
life, etc.

Problemsof Female Education:Women education percentage is low in India especially in the rural areas because they are discouraged for higher
education like professional and technical education.

Problems Related to Unemployment:Women are getting more problems in searching their suitable work. They become more prone to the
exploitation and harassment in the work areas.

In addition to these others issues are highlighted below:

. Inadequacies in Teaching Learning environment

. Parental preferences

. Social and religious values

. Lack of efforts for resource mobilization

. Inadequate school facilities

. Shortage of female teachers

. Gender bias in curriculum

e  Teacher competencies and Basic Teaching amenities
. Ineffective administrative supervision and monitoring
. Low retention and high dropouts

e Working as domestic servants etc.

According to a 1998 report by U.S. Department of Commerce, the chief barrier of female education in India are inadequate school facilities such as
sanitary facilities, shortage of female teachers, gender bias in curriculum and also conservative cultural attitudes

6. Suggestions for Overcoming the Barriers of Women Education

Some of the factors that may encourage women education are given below:

e Through giving parental motivational campaigns
. Residential schools for girls.
. Parental associations should be formed to encourage and to take care of girl’s education.
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e Various schemes and programmes by state and centre government should be implemented to promote girls education.
e Arrange community awareness programmes

. Imparting basic amenities including building and toilet facilities will promote women education.

. Promote gender sensitivity in curriculum

. Give Natural Learning Experiences (NLE)

. Promote Activity Based Learning.

e  Provide apt counselling in apt time.

e Appoint counsellors in Schools.

. Organize co-curricular activities

7. Major Govt. Initiatives for the Improvement of Women’s Education

After independence the government of India has taken numerous initiatives for the improvement of women’s education in India, which are discussed in
below:

[1]

[2]

[3]

(4]

[5]

(6]

(7]

(8]

[°]
[10]

[11]

MahilaSamakhya Programme: MahilaSamakhya (MS) is an on-going scheme for women's empowerment that was initiated in 1989 to translate the
goals of the National Policy on Education into a concrete programme for the education and empowerment of women in rural areas, particularly those
from socially and economically marginalized groups. (MHRD Annual Report, 2014-15).

Kasturba Gandhi BalikaVidyalaya Scheme (Kgbv): This scheme was launched in July, 2004, to provide education to girls at primary level. It is
primarily for the underprivileged and rural areas where literacy level for girls is very low. The schools that were set up have 100%reservation: 75%
for backward class and 25% for BPL (below Poverty line) girls. (MHRD Annual Report, 2014-15).

National Programme forEducation ofGirls at Elementary Level (NPEGEL): This programme was launched in July, 2003. It was an incentive to
reach out to the girls who the SSA was not able to reach through other schemes. The SSA called out to the "hardest to reach girls". This scheme has
covered 24 states in India. Under the NPEGEL, “"model schools" have been set up to provide better opportunities to girls. (MHRD Annual Report,
2014-15).

National Scheme oflncentive toGirls forSecondary Education (NSIGSE): India’s government waslaunched in May2008 with the objective to
establish an enabling environment to reduce the dropoutsand to promote the enrolment of girl children belonging mainly to SC/ST communities in
secondary schools. (MHRD Annual Report, 2014-15).

Indira Gandhi National Scholarship Scheme: It wasprovided for single girl child for pursue both higher and technical education. (MHRD Annual
Report, 2014-15).

Swami Vivekananda Scholarship forSingle Girl Child: The dropout ratio at various levels of education for girls is much higher than that of boys.
Keeping Swami Vivekananda ideas of women education and to promote girls education, UGC has introduced the Swami Vivekananda Scholarship
for Single Girl Child for research in Social Sciences with an aim to compensate direct costs of higher education especially for such girls who happen
to be the only girl child in theirfamily.(MHRD Annual Report, 2014-15).

Saakshar Bharat: The National Literacy Mission was recast with its new variant, SaaksharBharat launched in 2009. It aims to accelerate adult
education, especially for women’s (in theage group of 15 years and above) who have no access to formal education, targeted femaleliteracy as a
critical instrument for women’s empowerment. This has led to increaseilliteracy, amongst women, from 53.67% (Census 2001) to 65.46% (Census
2011). It is also for the first time that of the total of 217.70 million literates added during the decade, women(110.07million) outnumbered men
(107.63million) (Source: Ministry of Women and Child Development Government of India (XI1" Five Year Plan).

Udaan: The Scheme is dedicated to the development of girl child education, so as to promote theadmission of girl students. The aim is to address the
teaching gap between engineering entrance examinations. It seeks to enhance the enrolment of girl student’s inprestigious technical education
institutions through incentives & academic support (MHRDAnnual Report, 2014-15).

Pragati: It is a scholarship for Girl Child for Technical education. It aims at providing encouragementand support to girl child to pursue technical
education (MHRD Annual Report, 2014-15).

BetiBachao, BetiPadhao: This is newly announced Scheme of the Govt. of India for enhancinggirls’ education in India. (MHRD Annual Report,
2014-15).

Mid-Day Meal Scheme: The gender gap in school participation tends to narrow, as the Mid-DayMeal Scheme helps erode the barriers that prevent
girls from going to school. Mid-Day Meal Scheme also provides a useful source of employment for women and helps liberate workingwomen from
the burden of cooking at home during the day. In these and other ways, women and girl children have a special stake in Mid-Day Meal Scheme
(MHRD Annual Report, 2014-15).

From the above discussion, it is clear that Government of India has taken so many initiatives for the improvement of girls’ education. In spite of that the
status of girls” educationhas not been increased in expectation level because these initiatives have not been reached tothe grass root level. So, Government
of India must have to take responsibility to implement theseschemes and provisions at grass root level.

8. Constitutional Provisions for Women Education

The rights and safeguards enshrined in the constitution for women in India are listed below:

[1]
[2]

The state shall not discriminate against any citizen of India on the ground of sex [Article 15(1)].
The state is empowered to make any special provision for women. In other words, this provision enables the state to make affirmative
discrimination in favour of women [Article 15(3)].



International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews Vol (2) Issue (1) (2021) Page 163-169 169

[3] No citizen shall be discriminated against or be ineligible for any employment or office under the state on the ground of sex [Article 16(2)].

[4] Traffic in human beings and forced labour are prohibited [Article 23(1)].

[5] The state to secure for men and women equally the right to an adequate means of livelihood [Article 39(a)].

[6] The state to secure equal pay for equal work for both Indian men and women [Article 39(d)].

[7]1 The state is required to ensure that the health and strength of women workers are not abused and that they are not forced by economic necessity to
enter avocations unsuited to their strength [Article 39(e)].

[8] The state shall make provision for securing just and humane conditions of work and maternity relief [Article 42].

[9] Itshall be the duty of every citizen of India to renounce practices derogatory to the dignity of women [Article 51-A(e)].

[10] One-third of the total number of seats to be filled by direct election in every Panchayat shall be reserved for women [Article 243-D(3)].

[11] One-third of the total number of offices of chairpersons in the Panchayats at each level shall be reserved for women [Article 243-D(4)].

[12] One-third of the total number of seats to be filled by direct election in every Municipality shall be reserved for women [Article 243-T(3)].

[13] The offices of chairpersons in the Municipalities shall be reserved for women in such manner as the State Legislature may provide [Article 243-
T(4)].

9. Conclusion

This paper examined the trends in women education, the investments on education and infrastructural supports in India. The study revealed that there had
been significant progress in the performance of women education revealed from female literacy levels and its change over time. It was also observed that
the gaps between rural and urban female literacy rates are narrowing down.

To explore the influence of certain variables of interest such as rural poverty, urbanization and drop-out rate on the educational attainment of women, a
multiple regression equation was estimated. It was observed that rural poverty acts as a push factors for women’s education rather than as an obstacle to
women’s education. The significant influence of urbanization on women’s education implied that urbanization had been playing a beneficial role in the
attainment of women’s education in India. At the same time, the drop-out rate had a negative effect on women’s education. It revealed that reduction of
girl’s drop-out rates is necessary for achieving women’s education.

The initiatives of the government through investment and infrastructure in developing education in India were examined. With regard to facilities in
schools, it had improved significantly, but a lot more need to be done.

In sum, the study revealed that there have been concerted efforts to encourage girls to attend schools, which would lead to higher literacy in future. The
study also revealed that there are several infrastructural barriers to women education in India. The study calls for focused approach towards increasing
women centred educational infrastructure so as to reduce the women drop-out rates and to improve female literacy levels in India.
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